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I approached Prince Lobanov-Rostovski, called him
aside and whispered in his ear that the provision regarding
the defensive alliance had not been changed in accordance
with His Majesty's will. "My God!'7 he exclaimed, strik-
ing his forehead, "I clear forgot to tell my secretary to
insert that paragraph in its original wording." Neverthe-
less, he was not in the least taken aback. He looked at his
watch. It was a quarter past twelve. He clapped several
times to call the servants and said, turning to the gathering:
"It is past noon. Let's take luncheon. We will sign the
agreement afterwards."
We all went to have luncheon, except the two secretaries,
who, while we were lunching, copied the document and
made the necessary corrections. These new copies were
quietly substituted for the ones which had been circulated
before luncheon and were duly signed by Li Hung Chang,
on one side, and by Prince Lobanov-Rostovski and myself,
on the other.
The agreement was an act of the highest importance.
Had we faithfully observed it, we would have been spared
the disgrace of the Japanese war and we would have se-
cured a firm foothold in the Far East. Anticipating upon
the course of events, I may say here that we ourselves broke
the agreement and brought about the situation which we
are now facing in the Far East. It was an act in which
treachery and giddy-headedness were curiously mingled.
The agreement was ratified without further delay by
both the Chinese and our Emperor. This agreement was
to serve as a basis for our relations with China and for
our status in the Far East generally.
For some time after the signing of the agreement Li
Hung Chang remained in Moscow. Once, I remember,
while I was visiting him, the Emir of Bokhara was an-
nounced. The Chinaman immediately assumed his most
important air, and seated himself majestically in an arm-